
 
 
 

THE LARAMIE PROJECT - AUDITION MONOLOGUES 
Monologues do not need to be memorized. 

 
ACTOR 4 MONOLOGUES 
You have selected Actor 4 monologues as your audition. Make sure each character is unique in 
age, physical mannerisms, and any other character quality to distinguish between the two.  
 
One recording, no edits. The director would like to see you transition smoothly between the 
characters listed below. 
 
MURDOCK COOPER – RANCHER, RESIDENT OF NEARBY TOWN, 50’s 
Well, it’s preached in schools that being gay is okay and yada yada, yada.  
 
There’s more gay people around than you think. 
 
It doesn’t bother anybody because most of ‘em that are gay or lesbian, they know damn well 
who to talk to. If you step out of line you’re asking for it. Some people are saying he made a 
pass at them. You don’t pick up regular people. I’m not excusing their actions, but it made me 
feel better because it was partially Matthew Shepard’s fault and partially the guys who did it... 
you know maybe it’s fift-fifty. 
 
 
DENNIS SHEPARD – MATTHEW’S FATHER, 40’s 
My son Matthew did not look like a winner. He was rather uncoordinated and wore braces from 
the age of thirteen until the day he died. However, in his all too brief life he proved that he was 
a winner. On October sixth, 1998 my son tried to show the world that he could win again. On 
October twelfth, 1998 my first born son and my hero, lost. On October twelfth, 1998 my first 
born son and my hero, died, fifty days before his twenty-second birthday. 
 
Matt officially died in a hospital in Fort Collins, Colorado. He actually died on the outskirts of 
Laramie, tied to a fence. You, Mr. McKinney, with your friend Mr. Henderson, left him out there 
by himself, but he wasn’t alone. Matt’s beating, hospitalization and funeral focused worldwide 
attention on hate. Good is coming out of evil. People have said enough is enough. 
 
Matt believed that there were crimes and incidents that justified the deathly penalty. I too 
believe in the death penalty. I would like nothing better than to see you die, Mr. McKinney. 
However, this is the time to begin the healing process. To show mercy to someone who refused 
to show any mercy. Mr. McKinney, I am going to grant you life, as hard as it is for me to do so, 
because of Matthew. Every time you celebrate Christmas, a birthday, the Fourth of July, 
remember that Matt isn’t. You robbed me of something precious and I will never forgive you 



 
for that. Mr. McKinney, I give you life in the memory of one who no longer lives. May you have 
a long life and may you thank Matthew every day for it. 
 


